
The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, PA., to 

remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment. 

Aldersgate

    Our sermon series, With God’s Son: Following our Rabbi through the Gospel of Matthew, consists of several 

sub-series. The current sub-series, Jesus’ Last Week: Kingdom, Conflict, Crucifixion, will take us through 

Matthew 20 - 27 and invite us to find ourselves in the story of Jesus’ journey to the cross. Today’s 

sermon, Emotions and Encounters, is the first in the series. You will find an order of service on Page 4 

and sermon notes on Page 5.  
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Series Spiritual Practice: You are invited to read through the 

Gospel of Matthew once a month for the next 12 months. This 

will give us an opportunity to focus on the whole book while we 

share the sermons based on passages in the book of Matthew at the same time.   



             Our Mission:  To raise up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus 

 Our Local Mission Field:  Aldersgate Academy, Bowie Elementary School, 

McMurry University, Our Neighborhoods/Community Garden 

Regularly Scheduled Services  

and Opportunities to Grow and Serve 

All are welcome!  

Please contact the Church Office 

Ministry Leaders 

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415 

Associate Pastor:  

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017 

Music: David Wallis 

Children: Alayna Brooks & Amber Redman 

Youth/Contemporary Worship: 

     Daniel Mathis 

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson 

Connections: Jessica Watson 

Administration/Finance: Mary Chavez Lust 

Reception: Susan Acosta 

Academy: Carol Rogers 

Custodial Services: Robert Sandoval 
 

Staying Connected 

Office Hours:  

       Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. -12 p.m.,               

              1p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

       Fri. 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

www.aldersgateabilene.org 

 

ENews: Sign up on our website to 

receive our weekly electronic 

newsletter, or send an email to 

news@aldersgateabilene.org.  

Facebook: facebook.com/

AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church 

Twitter:@AldersgateABI 

Instagram:@aldersgateabi 

Text Message Reminders: 

     gracepeace to 313131 

Text To Give:  325-269-2032 

THIS WEEK 

Sunday, March 5: 

  9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:05 a.m. Sunday School  

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship  

  3:30 p.m. Youth Confirmation Class 

  5:00 p.m. Kids For Christ  

  5:00 p.m. Youth Ministry 

  5:15 p.m. Growth Groups  

  7:30 p.m. College Ministry 

 

Monday, March 6:  

  7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 

 

Tuesday, March 7: 

10:30 a.m. UMW Executive Board 

12:00 p.m. Ladies Luncheon 

  6:00 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 

     

 Wednesday, March 8: 

  2:00 p.m.  Growth Group  

  6:30 p.m.  Growth Groups 

  7:00 p.m.  Choir Practice 

 

Thursday, March 9: 

   7:30 p.m.  Contemporary Band Practice 

   

  
COMING UP 

 

March 13-17 Academy Closed for Spring Break 
 

  



Academy: Style Show Update 
      The Style Show and Brunch that took place on February 11 

raised $2,000! The proceeds will be shared among the 

participating staff of the Academy in the form of a year-end 

bonus. Thank you to all who contributed! 

      I would like to brag on all the parents who organized the 

show. They put together a fabulous show for the families of the 

Academy and members of Aldersgate. Several local shops and 

vendors participated by allowing us to model their clothes, 

jewelry and makeup. (Thank you, representatives from Rust and 

Roses, Wanderlust, Little People Place, Betty and June, 

Rhinestone Gypies, Chloe and Isabel, Park Lane, Premier 

Designs, Lip Sense and Mary Kay!) 

      I particularly appreciated the various ways that families 

associated with the Academy participated in this event. Babies, 

young children, adult men and women and grandparents served 

as models. One of our moms baked three large and delicious pans 

of sausage and egg casserole for the brunch. (We also enjoyed 

muffins, sweet rolls and fresh fruit.) 

      Door prizes included two $50 dollar gift cards to Taylor 

County Tap House, six sets of family passes to the Abilene Zoo, 

jewelry and Scentsy products. The person who sold the most 

tickets to the show won the contest for an air castle. 

      The show and its benefits are such wonderful treats not only 

for those who contributed and attended, but also for the staff 

members of the Academy. Thank you! 

Boy Scouts: Annual Fertilizer Sale 

      Boy Scout Troop 272’s fertilizer sale continues today! Place your order or get more information at 

the Boy Scout display in the main hallway. Fertilizer ordered for pick up can be picked up here at 

Aldersgate on Saturday, March 18th, from  9 a.m. - 4 p.m. and Sunday, March 19th, from 1 p.m. to 4 

p.m. Fertilizer to be delivered or spread on your lawn will be delivered on Saturday, March 25th.  



UMW: Luncheon on March 7 
      A few weeks ago, we celebrated United Methodist 

Women Sunday and recognized the valuable work 

and ministry of this group of women at Aldersgate. If 

you do not already know, on the first Tuesday of 

every month the UMW meet in the Fellowship Hall 

for lunch and learning. (The photo to the right is 

from a previous luncheon.) The meal is provided by a 

different UMW circle (small group) each week and is 

free of charge. The speakers and topics are different 

each month, ranging from global missions and local 

ministries to energizing and interactive messages from our own Pug Parris about the importance 

of exercise. This month’s speaker is Matthew Pennington from McCoy’s Pharmacy in Abilene. 

He will share about the various vaccinations and medications that are specific to women’s 

needs. In addition, he will address the issues that typically arise as women progress in age. All 

are invited to join the UMW this Tuesday, March 7th, at noon.  

Youth: Spring + Summer 
      Our spring semester at The Gate youth ministry is heating up faster than a February in 

Texas! Here are a few big upcoming events and some summer dates for your calendar: 

      Our regular Sunday Worship Nights at The Gate 

will continue through May 21st from 5-7:30pm. Our 

Summer Schedule will begin May 28th with our 

Hello Summer Pool Party. The full summer schedule 

will be available soon. Feel to contact me at 

youth@aldersgateabilene.org if you have any 

additional questions about the youth schedule. We 

are really looking forward to an awesome 

Spring/Summer!  Grace and Peace.— Daniel Mathis 

 March 13-17: Spring Break Ski Trip 

   (Monarch Mountain) 

 April 7-9:   D-NOW (Tentative) 

 May 21:   Senior Sunday 

 May 28:   Hello Summer 

    Pool Party 

 May 30-June 1:  Mystery Ramble 

 July 23-28:   Camp Eagle 

mailto:youth@aldersgateabilene.org


Budget for 2017 =     $  776,100.00 

Received This Week =   $    10,195.00 

Received This Month-to-Date =  $    50,685.00 

Received Year-to-Date =   $  119,667.00 

Ahead/(Behind) Budget =   $    14,658.00) 

2017 Faith Promise Pledges = $    37,362.00 

2017 Faith Promise Contributions  $      2,655.00 

At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our prayers, presence 
(attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in the community) and 
witness (sharing our faith). You will find information about service and 
witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. This page is dedicated to 
matters of prayer, presence, and gifts. 

In Depth 

Clay Meadows 

Doris Ogden 

Lou Swindell 

Ken Schmidt 

Rosalee Schmidt 

Alice Shaw 

Alice Alcala 

Carolyn Strain 

Military and Families 

Millie Speed 

Sarah Doucette 

Delmon Wilson 

Billie Langston 

Judy English 

Charles Myrick 

Clinton Gayle 

Addison English 

Lora Langford 

Bob Kuykendall 

Kay Burkhart 

Billy & Jennifer Butler 

Tara Goodloe 

June Gill 

Reed Justus 

Jazmine Lara, Academy student  

 

Prayers:  

 

Presence and Gifts: 2.26.2017 

To learn more about ways to give: visit our website 

www.aldersgateabilene.org or contact Mary Chavez Lust 

at 672-7893 or via email at mary@aldersgateabilene.org. 

 Methodist Food Pantry (N. 1st and Shelton): Aldersgate volunteers serve on the second 

Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is available. For more 

information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322. 

Service:  

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 248 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 172 

Sunday School = 179 

Sunday School classes are offered 

 at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn more 

about Adult Sunday School classes, 

contact Amy Wilson Feltz at  

672-7893 or via e-mail at 

amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org. 



      When I watch movies, like my favorite, Hoosiers, it is so easy for 

me to enter into the story with the underdog team and the star player, 

Jimmy Chitwood. Even though I know what will happen, I watch 

again, wondering if something could be different this time. How would 

the movie be different if Jimmy missed the shot? But sure enough, he 

makes the final basket every time. Hickory wins state, and I get teary. That may seem stupid, 

but that’s what a great story can do, draw us in, invite us to find our place in it.  

      As we step into the Season of Lent, we are invited to step into the story the days leading 

up to Jesus’ death. In our current sermon series, “With God’s Son: Following our Rabbi through the 

Gospel of Matthew,” we are going to skip ahead and focus on Chapters 21-27.  These chapters are 

filled with acute conflict and intrigue as our king rides into Jerusalem on a donkey on Sunday 

and is brutally executed on Friday. The most heart-wrenching aspect of these chapters is the 

movement of the crowd from yelling, “Hosanna!” to “Crucify!” in just one week. I read it, 

and every time, I wonder if something could be different. And every time, they yell, 

“Crucify!”  

      I read this, and I put myself in the story and ask, “What would I have done?” 

      Ruth Haley Barton writes, “Finding our story in God’s story — placing our stories in the 

context of the larger redemption story — is an important point of integration for us as we 

find ourselves named, revealed, and known in the pages of Scripture.”   

      As we delve into Chapters 21-27, I encourage you to engage in the spiritual practice of 

finding yourself in the story. Invite God to reveal to you the person or group that you sense 

you relate to the most during this season of your life. Invite God to reveal to you the deeper 

truths about yourself in light of your connection with the characters. Ask: Where do I find 

my story overlapping with the story of Jesus’ last days?  What work does God want to do in 

me?  What deep realities can I be thankful for and celebrate? 

      Sisters and Brothers, we have much to learn from our place in the story as we continue to 

follow our Rabbi.  




